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INSIDE THE WHITE HOUSE 


In front of TV, 


president 
fumes with 
frustration 


BY ROBERT COSTA, 
PHILIP RUCKER 
AND ASHLEY PARKER 


President Trump woke before 
dawn on Monday and burrowed 
in at the White House residence 
to wait for the Russia bombshell 
he knew was coming. 

Separated from most of his 
West Wing staff — who fretted 
over why he was late getting to 
the Oval Office — Trump clicked 
on the television and spent the 
morning playing fuming media 
critic, legal analyst and crisis 
communications strategist, ac- 
cording to several people close to 
him. 

The president digested the 
news of the first indictments in 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller 
III’s probe with exasperation and 
disgust, these people said. He 
called his lawyers repeatedly. He 
listened intently to cable news 
commentary. And, with rising ir- 
ritation, he watched live footage 
of his onetime campaign adviser 
and confidant, Paul Manafort, 
turning himself in to the FBI. 

Initially, Trump felt vindicated. 
Though frustrated that the media 
were linking him to the indict- 
ment and tarnishing his presi- 
dency, he cheered that the 
charges against Manafort and his 
deputy, Rick Gates, were focused 
primarily on activities that began 
before his campaign. Trump 
tweeted at 10:28 a.m., “there is 
NO COLLUSION!” 

But the president’s celebration 
was short-lived. A few minutes 
later, court documents were un- 
sealed showing that George Papa- 
dopoulos, an unpaid foreign policy 

TRUMP CONTINUED ON A7 


The sidestep strategy 
GOP members of Congress avoid 
saying too much about probe. A6 


Podesta brothers entangled 
Tony is a powerful lobbyist; John is a 
top Democratic operative. A8 


Former Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort, 
left, and his ex-business partner Rick Gates, right, 
entered not-guilty pleas to 12 charges, including 
conspiracy against the United States, conspiracy to 
launder money and making false statements. 
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Paul Manafort leaves U.S. District Court in Washington. Ò To watch a video about the charges in the probe, visit wapo.st/specialcounsel. 


POLITICAL FALLOUT 


Both sides of the aisle 
brace for the next jolt 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER 


The hardest part for official 
Washington is not knowing what 
happens next. 

Amid the escalating criminal 
investigation into Russian in- 
volvement in the 2016 election, 
every corner of the city finds 
itself preparing for the unexpect- 
ed. 

Democrats fret that President 
Trump might try to shut down 
the inquiry. Republicans worry 
that their last best hope for a 
legislative win, a tax overhaul, 
could fall victim to the scandal. 
And the president’s denial that 


his campaign worked in any way 
with Russia continues to be test- 
ed by new disclosures. 

The only person with any sig- 
nificant control over events, spe- 
cial counsel Robert S. Mueller III, 
offered no hints Monday on his 
next move beyond the day’s 
bombshells — legal filings that 
included the indictment of two 
former Trump campaign officials 
and the guilty plea of a third. 

And the possibilities seemed 
only to grow as the day wore on. 
Hours after the first indictments 
landed, a leading Democratic lob- 
byist, Tony Podesta, announced 
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LEGAL STRATEGY 


The message to other 
targets: We are not playing 


BY DEVLIN BARRETT, 
SARI HORWITZ 
AND ELLEN NAKASHIMA 


With the guilty plea of one 
Trump campaign official and a 
31-page indictment of two others, 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller 
III spoke volumes more about the 
Russia probe than months of 
heated public debate. Without 
uttering a word, Mueller’s mes- 
sage was clear, according to vet- 
eran lawyers: He isn’t bluffing, 
and witnesses are talking. 

The double-barreled court fil- 
ings ratchet up the pressure on 
everyone under scrutiny in the 


investigation, lawyers said, in 
part because they show that a 
former Trump campaign adviser 
began cooperating with the FBI 
three months ago. 

“This is the way you kick off a 
big case,’ said Patrick Cotter, a 
white-collar defense lawyer in 
Chicago who once worked as a 
federal prosecutor in New York 
alongside Andrew Weissmann, 
who is spearheading the prosecu- 
tion of former Trump campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort and his 
deputy, Rick Gates. 

Prosecutors also announced a 
guilty plea from former campaign 
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George Papadopoulos, a former Trump campaign 
adviser, has been cooperating with investigators for 
three months, after admitting to making false 
statements about contacts with a foreigner who 
claimed connections to Russian officials. 


FIRST INDICTMENTS 
IN MUELLER PROBE 


Adviser lied about efforts 
to meet with Russians 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKyY, 
ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN, 
CAROL D. LEONNIG 
AND SPENCER S. Hsu 


Special counsel Robert S. 
Mueller III on Monday revealed 
charges against three former 
Trump campaign officials — in- 
cluding onetime campaign chair- 
man Paul Manafort — marking 
the first criminal allegations to 
come from probes into possible 
Russian influence in U.S. political 
affairs. 

The charges are striking for 
their breadth, touching all levels 
of the Trump campaign and ex- 
ploring possible personal finan- 
cial wrongdoing by those in- 
volved, as well as what appeared 
to be a concerted effort by one 
campaign official to arrange a 
meeting with Russian officials. 

One of the three charged, for- 
mer Trump foreign policy adviser 
George Papadopoulos, admitted 
to making a false statement to 
FBI investigators who asked 
about his contacts with foreign- 
ers claiming to have high-level 
Russian connections. 

Manafort and longtime busi- 
ness partner Rick Gates, mean- 
while, were charged in a 12-count 
indictment with conspiracy to 
launder money, making false 
statements and other charges in 
connection with their work ad- 
vising a Russia-friendly political 
party in Ukraine. 

The investigation, which the 
FBI began last year but which 
escalated significantly with 
Mueller’s appointment in May, 
has taken a heavy toll on the 
Trump administration, repeated- 
ly putting the president on the 
defensive as reports have 
emerged about the work the spe- 
cial counsel’s team is doing. With 
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Papadopoulos outreach 
Adviser sought a meeting between 
the campaign and Russians. A8 


Manafort’s lifestyle 
Ex-campaign chair had a spending 
spree, an indictment says. A10 


Federal judge blocks part of 
transgender ban in military 


Preliminary injunction is 
another legal setback for 
Trump administration 


BY JUSTIN JOUVENAL 


A federal judge in Washington 
blocked the Trump administra- 
tion’s proposed transgender mili- 
tary ban, writing in a strongly 
worded opinion that the policy 
“does not appear to be supported 
by any facts.” 

U.S. District Judge Colleen 
Kollar-Kotelly issued the prelim- 


inary injunction Monday, find- 
ing that a group of transgender 
service members would have a 
strong chance of prevailing in 
their lawsuit to have the ban 
declared unconstitutional. The 
injunction remains in place until 
the lawsuit is resolved or a judge 
lifts it. 

The move is another legal 
setback for the president, who 
surprised military leaders and 
members of Congress when he 
announced the proposal via a 
series of tweets in late July that 
reversed an Obama administra- 
tion policy allowing transgender 
service members to serve openly 
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Fleeing a conflict not their own 


Girls from a Nairobi primary school escape a clash there 


sparked in part by the results of a controversial presidential 
rerun vote that spurred violence in Kenya. A13 


Reach of Russian content 
far wider than first reported 


Congressional testimony 
will have revelations 
from Facebook, Twitter 


BY CRAIG TIMBERG 
AND ELIZABETH DWOSKIN 


Facebook plans to tell lawmak- 
ers on Tuesday that 126 million of 
its users may have seen content 
produced and circulated by Rus- 
sian operatives, many times more 
than the company had previously 
disclosed about the reach of the 
online influence campaign target- 


ing American voters. 

The company previously re- 
ported that an estimated 10 mil- 
lion users had seen ads bought by 
Russian-controlled accounts and 
pages. But Facebook has been si- 
lent regarding the spread of free 
content despite independent re- 
searchers suggesting that it was 
seen by far more users than the 
ads were. 

Tuesday’s planned disclosure, 
contained in draft company testi- 
mony obtained by The Washing- 
ton Post ahead of three Capitol 
Hill hearings this week, comes as 
Facebook and other tech giants 
face mounting pressure to fully 
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IN THE NEWS 


JEROME POWELL. ZACH GIBSON/BLOOMBERG NEWS 


Fed leadership President Trump is reportedly 
expected to nominate Jerome Powell to 
replace Janet L. Yellen as the next chair. A15 


THE NATION turing on Dakota Access 
A study suggested that pipeline protests. A4 
corals have a dangerous 

taste for plastic. A3 THE WORLD 

Obstacles facing the Two millennial women 
Affordable Care Act’s play key roles in the ne 
annual enrollment sea- gime of North Korea’s 
son are likely to leave Kim Jong Un. A12 

fewer Americans with The White House said 
health coverage under it would help nations in 
the law. A4 Africa’s Sahel region 

A Native American build a counterterror- 
professor at the Univer- | ism force but balked at 
sity of North Dakota providing multilateral 
said he will resign be- support through the 
cause the school United Nations. A13 
stopped him from lec- Spanish authorities 


moved aggressively to 
quash Catalonia’s bid 
for independence, as 
separatist leaders ap- 
peared to retreat after 
declaring their region a 
free nation. A14 


THE ECONOMY 


House Republican 
leaders are making last- 
minute changes to their 
tax bill to try to win over 
skeptics. A15 

REI, the outdoor- 
goods business, is clos- 
ing its stores again on 
Black Friday and rec- 
ommending that cus- 
tomers go hiking in- 


stead of shopping. A20 


THE REGION 

Elected officials in 
D.C., Maryland and Vir- 
ginia are scrambling to 
find the money to fund 
Metro’s budget propos- 
al. B1 

D.C. Council members 
pressed concerns about 
patient safety with the 
operator of United 
Medical Center. B1 

A Maryland judge sen- 
tenced a former school 
security chief to 18 
months in jail for 
sexually abusing a 
17-year-old student. B4 
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HEALTH & SCIENCE 
Happiness, terror 
Four months after her 
child was born healthy in 
a parking lot, a woman’s 
bleeding leads to a rare 
diagnosis. E1 


STYLE 

Bored to death 

A lot of Americans 
believe in ghosts. But 
often the spooky stories 
we tell aren’t, well, that 
spooky. C1 
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